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Abstract

Hmong is an ethnic group who has a long history in China, and being said that they
have been a native group living in wetland area along the Huang He River. Within the context of

historical relationship between the Hmong and other ethnic groups, especially the Han Chinese,
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it is found that the Hmong, as a minority group, had been dominated and exploited from time to
time by the Han Chinese and the Chinese state who were superior in economic, political and
cultural power. As a result of political unrest in China during 18th century, some Hmong
migrated southwestward to Southeast Asia, especially in the contemporary northern Vietnam,
Laos, Thailand and Myanmar. The rest of them who have been living in China until today has
also been encountering with the Han Chinese and the Chinese state, in order to be both
maintaining their ethnic identity and creating social space. This article aims to present their
history and cultural practices by using the case study of Hmong in Wenshan County, Yunnan
Province in southern China. It examines how they negotiated with the Han Chinese under the
context of imbalance power. The author contends that under the dominant situation, the Hmong
in Wenshan have strategically used several economic and cultural practices; story clothes,
traditional ceremony to dispel bad luck, and market and transnational trade in Hmong clothing,
to be cultural mechanism for negotiation and to create social space for the Hmong people. This
study is going to fulfil Nicholas Tapp’s studies on Hmong people in Thailand, China and
diaspora Hmong in western countries. Those works of him still lack of the issues on transnational

Hmong identity and connection which occur in the contemporary globalization context.

Key words: History, identity, social space, Hmong
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